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Springfield, VA 22159 
 
Dear Mr. Larter, 
 
SUBJECT:  FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST (DON-NAVY-2015-009576) 

 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of September 23, 2015, in which 

you requested copies of records concerning or relating to the investigation into Captain Brian Sorenson, 
U.S. Navy, former commanding officer of the USS ANZIO (CG 68), and any recent command climate 
survey, with accompanying comments from sailors and officers during his tenure as commanding 
officer.  Your request was received by our office on September 29, 2015 and was assigned Case File 
Number DON-NAVY-2015-009576. 

 
Documents related to the command climate survey were released to you on October 19, 2015.  

Those documents included the USS ANZIO (CG 68) Climate Assessment Executive Summary and the 
Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute (DEOMI) Organization Climate Survey (DEOCS) 
Report, dated February 26, 2015, totaling 105 pages.  Some portions were redacted or withheld under 
FOIA exemptions. 

 
This letter releases to you the command investigation into Captain Sorenson’s conduct.  While the 

report was finalized by the endorsement of Commander, Carrier Strike Group EIGHT, on October 15, 
2015, the report remained pre-decisional, pending a Naval Criminal Investigative Service investigation 
into related conduct of CAPT Sorenson and a subsequent administrative proceeding.   

 
The requested information is being released to you pursuant to the FOIA (5 U.S.C. § 552) and is 

enclosed herein.  However, portions of the documents being released contain material exempted from 
disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. § 552.  Subsection (b)(6) exempts from 
mandatory disclosure private information about third parties that, if released, would constitute a clearly 
unwarranted invasion of their personal privacy. 

 
I am the official responsible for this response.  Accordingly, you are advised of your right under the 

cited FOIA statute and Department of the Navy Regulations to appeal this determination to: 
 
Office of the Judge Advocate General (Code 14) 
1322 Patterson Avenue SE, Suite 3000  
Washington Navy Yard, Washington, DC 20374-5066  
 

 




